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“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hid. Let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.” 

Matthew 5:14, 16 
 
This week offered the unique occasion to celebrate the joy that is Catholic Schools Week.  
Throughout these past seven days, we recognized, honored and highlighted the many blessings 
that live within our Catholic school. Our commemoration began at each of the scheduled masses 
last weekend. At the end of these masses, an outstanding group that included graduates, parents 
and a current student, spoke of the profound influence of their St. Francis de Sales Catholic 
School experience. The current high school students who addressed our parish, serve as an 
impressive group of graduates. And given that they enjoy the gift of time and distance from their 
years at St. Francis, they are in the distinct position to offer a keenly mature perspective on the 
value of our school program. Accordingly, I would like to extend my heartfelt gratitude to the 
following graduates and parents who thoughtfully spoke at mass this past weekend: Richard and 
Barb Duncan, Jayden and Stephanie Overton-O’Hara, Shayla and Mike Houlihan, Abby and 
John Reilly, Jessie Willey; as well as current student, Gaby Urbina and her mother Marilyn 
Villacorta. 
 
From the start of the school week through Friday, the festive praise endured throughout this 
memorable week. Some of the events that ensued were the: Student-Faculty Trivia Contest, 
Dress Like Your Parent Day, Student-Faculty Basketball Game, Pastries with Parents Event, 
Admissions Open House, Classroom Visit by Parents/Family, “Hit the Alarm” Teacher Sleep-In 
Day, Grandparents & Special Friends Prayer Service, Guest Speaker Presentation, 
Grandparents & Special Friends Luncheon, Student Talent Show and our Teacher Appreciation 
Lunch Outing. And as any good Catholic school would do, we even continued teaching and 
academically challenging our students throughout this eventful week! 
 
With special note, I would like to thank our staff and all of the H.S.A. volunteers whose 
collective efforts made this week such a wonderful memory. As well, I would like to also thank 
our guest speaker, Mary Beth Carozza – State Delegate for District 38C, for the inspiring 
message she offered to our students.  
 
As I look back at this joyous week, the treasured pearls of Penguin Nation wash ashore each year 
as gifted by the blessing of support that our parish provides to our school; the unwavering belief 
and selfless investment that our parents provide to their children; the vocational commitment 
which our talented faculty and staff share with our young people; the generosity of the devoted 
volunteers and thoughtful benefactors who help to sustain our faith-filled school of excellence; 
and of course, the inquisitive and kindhearted students whose loving spirit fills the classrooms 
and hallways of our parish school. So tonight as you gaze upward and see an illuminating glow 
shining above Salisbury, know well that the “light upon the hill” comes from the charming little 
schoolhouse on Camden Avenue. 
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